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Editors Note: Michae! Gordon was an Artist-Tn-Residence in 2011,
His exhibit was entitled “The fosiha Tree”

By: Michael Gordon
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corner of Californias deserts wich a distiner emphasis on the Majave, Wich consistently higher
elevations and greater average annual rainfall, the Majave Desert is a botanically rich and diverse
desert which provides ideal habitat for numerous species of cacel, Howering shrubs, wildflowers, the
icomtic Joshua rree, and much more. Tt also provides ideal habirar for this phorographic arcist. And like
generations of desere rats preceding me, | fell deeply under the spell of the Majave,

I repeatedly ried bur failed o wen up any hisworic photgraphers who had worked intensively and
exclusively in monochrome with a fine arc approach to California’s deserts, | then realized thar [ could
be that artise, one whose work could be intimately associated with the deserts of California. [ had
walked into many of the desert’s most remete canyons and climbed on mountain Hanks and swed
upon their summics. 1 had spene an untold number of days in the wide open silence and slepran
equal number of nighes on the ground under a dark sky brightly illuminared by the Milly Way (i
has been recently suggested that as many as B0% of children born today will never see the Milky Way
or starry nights), [ was hooked by cvery enchanting bic of the California deserr and wanted 1o wll is
secret storics. | wanted o share my desere experiences with those who already were lovers and soughe
i change the minds of those who to casily dismissed the desert as "ugly”™ or "boring” without even
knowing what is there,

The California desert is my ideal ariistic habitat | need plenty of silence and space to roam and ne
one around to interfere with cicher - the deserc offers this in spades, After some number of years of

Michael Gordon's prinls are available on our webails wismojaveaimarg/arist-in-regidence and wansmichasl-gardan.com

12 THEDESERT LIGHT | Jan/Feb 2018

Michael Gordon's prints are available on cur website wwew.majavesinorg/artist-in-residence and wanwmichagl-gordon.com

photography hers, consistene and obvious themes began o emerge from my work: desere plane studies;
geologic landforms; and simple meditations on space, light, and silence (T can’t explain how to visually
convey silence but 1 hear it in my images), These realizations provide a guide for my artistic endeavors:
I can simply and joyfully wander with my camera to see what [ find, ar T can specifically set out to
further develop evalving and growing bodies of work.

In 2011, | had the honor of h:ing.ﬁt]c:rl:d as Artist in Residence ar the Mojave National Preserve.

It was probably some tweney vears eatlier when 1 made my brse photographic study of 2 Joshua e,
bue it was likely 2 superficial portraic of a beautiful wee in beaadiful light witch licde substance. Ower
the next rwenty years, | read and studicd much abour Yucca brevifolia. The Joshua tree - which is not
actually a tree - now had deeper dimensions and muoch more signilicance. [ became faseinated by chis
unusual vucca and wanced o share this fascination wich others,

From approximately 2008 o 2011 (the vear of my Residency ae Mojave MNational Preservel, JToshua
rrees became @ primary focus of my work, Although [ photographed them across the four sates in
which they are found, most of my work was made ar home in California, and much of it in Mojave
Mational Preserve. The Preserve provides all the important ingredients [ require: vastness, silenece, fow
people, and the largese Joshua tree forest known o man. T roudinely explored the forest periphery,
secking charismaric specimens who stood alone againse the ravages of time and weather, T walked
slowly, medieatively, and in a heighrened stiee of awareness. The tees often called our and asked o be
photographed. They very often would well me their name before T would ever expose a sheer of film, 1
used 4 100+ vear old diffused focus lens on a 4657 large formae view camera w complets the rmeless
visual assthedic T soughe

Iwenty-something vears ago | would have never imagined a creative and artiscic life based almost
exclusively an the Mojave Desere. T now cannor imagine life without ic
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