
 

MICHAEL E. GORDON PHOTOGRAPHY 
www.michael-gordon.com   (562) 201.0856 

 
Metaphorical Land scapes 

© 2009 Micha el E. Gord on 

Strong  land sc ape and  nature photog raphs g o well 
b eyond  m ere d ocum entation and  representation of 
plac e. A strong  photog raph ne e d n’t represent any 
re alities or truths; it just nee d s to captivate its viewers 
and  eng a g e  their senses and  sensibilities. “Scenic” 
photog raphs are e asy to look at and  d ig est (and  
unfortunately often m om entary), but photog raphs 
infused  with d e eper m e aning  can com m and  a viewers 
attention for m inutes, hours, and  d ays.  

Photog raphy as m etaphor (sym b ols, id e as) tend s to b e 
the province of “other” g e nres (contem porary photog raphy; a bstraction; etc.) b ut is 
rarely seen in land scape and  nature photog raphy. The plac es we explore and  
photog raph are as rich with m etaphorical possib ilities as any other plac e, yet m any 
land scape photog raphers work only in the literal and  representational. W hy?  

I prefer photog raphing  the unusual, the uncom m on, and  that which causes m e to stop 
whatever I a m  d oing . Take the attache d  photo, for instance; one from  m y Desert Palm  
Oasis series. It’s just two wild  palm  tree skirts, but let your m ind  wand er a little. N ow 
what d o you see?  

Here’s a few m ore exa m ples of m etaphor from  m y Desert collection: 
 
The Am erican Dream  (http://www.m icha el-g ord on.com /photo.php?id =35&g a llery=d esert) 
W ater Apparitions (http://www.m icha el-g ord on.com /photo.php?id =36&g allery=d esert) 
The Bleeding W a ll (http://www.m icha el-g ord on.com /photo.php?id =37&g allery=d esert) 
Mojave Mothership (I d id  not actually have an alien encounter to g et this photog raph!) 
(http://www.m icha el-g ord on.com /photo.php?id =51&g allery=d esert) 

Eschew the representational and  seek the personal. Make your photog raphs a b out you 
and  the way that you see.  
 

Michael E. Gordon is an award-winning fine art landscape photographer and respected digital print 
maker. Michael leads photographic workshops and tours and provides printing services and custom 
printer/paper profiles for photographers. He lives in Southern California with his wife Shauna and their 
menagerie of rescued animals. 


