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Digital Printing Insights #1:

“What media and quality settings do I choose?”
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You'll need to check with Calumet to find out what media type they specify for their
paper. The media type does matter, because this selection determines the overall ink
density (how much ink getslaid down on the paper). ICC Profiles can only map COLOR
from one device to another; it is the media selection that defines other characteristics
such as ink density. The wrong paper selection may result in reduced dynamic range
and/or weak/muddy prints, or may cause too much ink to be laid down. If Calumet does
not specify a particular media type for their paper, it will be in your best interest to
conduct tests with each of the available matte media settings. Pick the media that offers
the richest print without bleeding any ink, especially black.

As for quality selection, most who have done this testing (myself included) have
determined that the quality increase with BEST (2880 dpi) is not enough to warrant the
slower print times and extra ink consumption. My advice is that you also test this for
yourself. Take the same image and print it both with PHOTO (1440 dpi) and BEST
PHOTO (2880 dpi), and examine the prints with and without a loupe. You will not likely
see any gain by the naked eye, and possibly only minor gain under a loupe. If you find
otherwise and determine BEST PHOTO to be better for your prints, then by all means!

MICHAEL E. GORDON PHOTOGRAPHY
www.michael-gordon.com (562) 201.0856



MICHAEL E. GORDON

PHOTOGRAFPHY

Regardless of what settings you choose, be sure to save them as a uniquely named
media setting for future use! Whatever settings you use to print the targets are also the
same settings you will need to use when making prints with my custom profiles.”

If you have any questions, comments, or suggestions for future Printing Insights, I
would love to hear them! Thanks for reading.

Michael E. Gordon is an award-winning fine art landscape photographer and respected digital print
maker. Michael leads photographic workshops and tours and provides printing services and custom
printer/paper profilesfor photographers. He livesin Southern California with hiswife Shauna and their
menagerie of rescued animals.
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