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Digital Printing Insights #1:  

“What m ed ia and  quality settings d o I choose?” 
© 2009 Micha el E. Gord on 

 

A custom  profile client writes: 
“I have an Epson 2400 and  I’m  having 
trouble figuring out the proper paper & 
quality options to use. It was much easier 
in earlier m od els/software, but now the 
paper choices and  quality are confusing – 
especially if I am not using Epson paper. 
In the Print dialog  there are 4 different 
m atte papers and 3 different quality (dpi, I 
assum e). I plan to be using Calum et’s 
Brilliant Matte. Does it m atter which 
Med ia Type I choose? As far as the profile 
g oes, d oes the quality or dpi I print the 
targ ets with m ake a difference? I will also 
be using Epson’s W atercolor RW  paper, 
but a g ain the question about the dpi. Or 
should I just choose the best or highest dpi 
availa ble?” 
 

You’ll ne e d  to check with Calum et to find  out what m e d ia type they specify for their 
paper. The m e d ia type d oes m atter, b e c ause this selection d eterm ines the overall ink 
d ensity (how m uch ink g ets laid  d own on the paper). ICC Profiles can only m ap COLOR 
from  one d evice to another; it is the m e d ia selection that d efines other characteristics 
such as ink d ensity. The wrong  paper selection m ay result in red uce d  d yna m ic rang e 
and /or we ak/m ud d y prints, or m ay cause too m uch ink to b e laid  d own. If Calum et d oes 
not specify a particular m e d ia type for their paper, it will b e in your b est interest to 
cond uct tests with ea ch of the availa b le m atte m e d ia setting s. Pick the m e d ia that offers 
the richest print without ble e d ing  a ny ink, especially b la ck.  

As for quality selection, m ost who have d one this testing  (m yself includ e d ) have 
d eterm ine d  that the quality incre ase with BEST (2880 d pi) is not enoug h to warrant the 
slower print tim es and  extra ink consum ption. My a d vice is that you also test this for 
yourself. Take the sa m e im a g e and  print it both with PHOTO (1440 d pi) and  BEST 
PHOTO (2880 d pi), and  exa m ine the prints with and  without a loupe. You will not likely 
see any g ain b y the nake d  eye, and  possib ly only m inor g a in und er a loupe. If you find  
otherwise and  d eterm ine BEST PHOTO to b e b etter for your prints, then b y all m e ans!  
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Reg a rd less of what setting s you choose, b e sure to save them  as a uniquely na m e d  
m e d ia setting  for future use! W hatever setting s you use to print the targ ets are also the 
sa m e setting s you will ne e d  to use when m aking  prints with m y custom  profiles.” 

If you have any questions, com m ents, or sug g estions for future Printing  Insig hts, I 
would  love to he ar them ! Thanks for re a d ing .  
Michael E. Gordon is an award-winning fine art landscape photographer and respected digital print 
maker. Michael leads photographic workshops and tours and provides printing services and custom 
printer/paper profiles for photographers. He lives in Southern California with his wife Shauna and their 
menagerie of rescued animals. 


